A HOME IN ROMAN ALEXANDRIA
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ocoted in a busy district of Alexandria, the Villa

lies near the imperial bath complex and Odeon

theater, surrounded by houses, cisterns,
lavatories, and storehouses. After 40 yeors of excavations
by the Polish Center of Archaeology working with Egypt's
Supreme Coundil of Antiquities (SCA), the buildings now
comprise a unique archoeological cork in the center of
the modern dity.

he Villo of the Birds provides a rare chance -
to imagine city life during the Roman period -
; Families lived here from about ap. S0-300.

- Most of the Villo's mosaics were loid during the reign of
Hadrion (4o 1I7-138) when Alexandria enjoyed o period
of prosperity. But this period of grandeur lasted for little
more than o century. A thick layer of destruction debris

. covered the Villa: collopsed walls, smashed window

“. panes, burned wooden beams, and mosaics bulging due
to intense heat. The Villa was destroyed by fire in the late
third century Ap either as o result of disturbances during
the reign of Emperor Aurelion (ap 272), or during a long -+
siege by Emperor Diodetian (ap 297) in retoliation ogainst -
the Alexandrions relellious spint. After the fire neople
corted away reusable building materials.

Conservation and protection of the Villa's mosoics hos
been conducted by the SCA ond the Egyption Antiquities
Project of the American Research Center in Egypt under o
gront funded by the United States Agency for Intermational
Development

Conservators deoned the fire-blackened mosaics,
repaired brecks caused by coliopsing wolls, and restored
missing portions. The overhead cover and an
underground aeration system protect the mosaics from
woter damage. During their construction archaeologists
discovered the mosaic depicting o panther. Still visible ‘
near the forepaws are the horms of o defeated prey that + - 1 31
wos puroosefully erased from the scene during andent
reoairs.

Later, about ap 450-550, houses, storerooms, and s
workshops were built over the ruins. Fortunately, the ‘
foundation trenches did not reach the mosaics. A wall

from these Byzantine buildings, which were used for

about one century, can be seen over the Roman courtyard

Several centuries later Napoleon created a huge mound
and built o fort over the area. Their demolition in the
1930s ond subsequent archoeoclogical excavations have
orought to light the andient city center. With the work of
archasologists and conservators, the Villa of the Birds
once again welcomes visitors.

The Villo of the Birds provides an opportunity to view
Roman mosaics within o house surrounded by
. contemporary monuments.
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The Conservation and Display of Roman Masaics Project, Kom el Dikka, Alexar. %~ ;as financed .
by the Egyptian Antiquities Project of the American Research Center in Egypt under its grant -

- from the US Agency for tnternational Development (USAID) Grant No.:263-G-00-93-00089-00 -




VILLA OF THE BIRDS X

R

. mong the few Roman houses found in
s SRR Alexandria, the Villa of the Birds is the
;%ﬁ;; 1/'/' Z N best example of o wealthy utban villo;
, T T e é’;f:/“‘ : is "~ yetonly about one-quarter is uncovered,
: 3l it . ult /// \ % . .
; o o - i//" \\ The Villo's entry lies buried to the south and its

orivate bath lies to the east. Rooms are arranged
around an open courtyord that provided light and

with air circulation.
opus sectile
mosaic

- Opening on to the courtyard is the dining room

1 VILLA OF THE < triclinium) where guests lounged on couches

BIRDS: partially - enjoying wines and other goods that we know, from
] reconstructed wall foreign amphorae fragments found in the house,
came from Crete, the Aegean, and Mauritania
Three nearby rooms (cubicula) may hove served as
oedrooms or offices

/

MOSAICS D

wall of -+ enclosed
another villa area Villo owners redecorated ot least four times. The ‘ o
earliest wolls ore painted to imitate marble parels, - long trodition of mosaics XISt in Egyet.
similar to houses in Pompeii, while the floors are yetvery few are preserved in ther
lime ploster. Later generations laid the mosaic pt onginal structures. Thus, the Villa
carpets in two stages. For example, the fine panther - of the Birds is very important for understonding

lay under a later mosaic with @ geometric pattemn culural hertage

The most common type of mosaic is opus
tessellatum (see left) which uses small cubes
(tesserae) of stone, marble, glass paste, or faience.
The eariest mosaic, dating to about ap 100, is the
opus tessellatum floor in the room with the panther
centerpiece. The rosette mosaic is known to date
after a5 133 becouse a coin of this dote was found
oeneath the floor.

Later in the second century the bird panels and i
the dining room’s opus sectile floors (see above) ‘
were laid. Rather than small cubes of tesserae,

opus sectile uses pieces of marble or stone that

are cut in various shopss to create the design.

Opus sectile was o fovorite carpet style in
Alexandrian homes and the city's workshos are
believed to have exported flooring panels to
Greece. Maony fine stones and marbles were
removed from the dining room floor for reuse ofter
the fire of about ap 270-300, hence the lorge gops
in the design where the bedding of cut amphoroe
sherds is now visible
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AMERICAN RESEARCH CENTER IN EGYPT INC,
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REF: AID/00/017a
DATE: April 9, 2000

TO

FROM Robert K. Vincent, Jr., EA Project Director
s

REF Restoration and Preservation of Egyptian Antiquities Project (EAP)

under USAID Grant No. 263-G-00-93-00089-00 (formerly 263-0000-G-00-
3089-00)

SUBJECT: Conservation and Display of Roman Mosaics Project, Kom
El Dikka, Alexandria, Egypt

Please find enclosed for the Development Experience Clearinghouse
one copy of the leaflet, Kom El Dikka: Villa of the Birds.

Title: Kom El1l Dikka: Villa of the Birds

Author: Shari Saunders, Consultant

Grant Number: 263-G-00-93-00089-00
(formerly 263-0000-G-00-3089-00)

Project Number: 263-00FT

Project Title: Egyptian Antiquities Fund, "Restoration and
Preservation of Egyptian Antiquities"

Contractor Name: American Research Center in Egypt, Inc.

AID Project Office: USAID/Egypt/EI/EE (formerly PDS/ﬂNV)

Publication Issuance Date: January 22, 2000

Thank you.

cC: Seifalla Hassanein, USAID/EA Project Officer
EI/EE, USAID/Cairo

C. L. Shartzer, EAP Grant Administrator

CLs/ﬁ§56/AID00017a.EAF

New EAP Direct Line & Fax 794-8622
E-mail: arceeap@internetegypt.com



